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Biologically Speaking 

Approximately a year ago Mr. Christopher 
Morley characterized certain educational bills 
passed in Albany as “just another red tape-worm 
in the already agonized intestines of the body 
politic.” This is a good phrase. Mr. Robert 
Littell has just given us another: “The work 
done by the Foreign Policy Association is first 
rate and it is one of the few living cells in the 


great corpse of public opinion.’ 


Practical Appreciation 
“I want to congratulate you on the splendid 
meeting you had Saturday, [Jan. 7, 1922], and 
tell you again how much I enjoyed it. It was 
unusual, at such a large gathering, to have such 
a spirited discussion, and to help on the good 
work, I am enclosing herewith my check.” 
GERARD SWOPE. 


The Tribune and Our Conferences 

The press was well represented at the first of 
our ten conferences on American Foreign Policy, 
held at the Waldorf on January 17th. The World 
and the Globe and the Times went silently in and 
lost themselves in the audience. Not the 
Tribune! It went in but it came out again al- 
most immediately. 


sO 


“Is he just outlining the course, or what?” 

The young woman at the desk explained that 
“he,” Mr. McDonald, was the course, that is, the 
first part of it. 

“Well, but he’s not important—news, I mean!” 

The y. w. bridled a little. ‘No, but I mean it 
takes a Governor or somebody like that, you 
know. Well, we'll give you a write-up, anyway!” 
The Tribune smiled amicably and went away. 

Mr. McDonald, without being a Governor, pre- 
sented, adequately, “The Results of the Washing- 
ton Conference,” to date. Discussion followed. 
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THE “DECLINE” OF THE WASHINGTON CONFERENCE 


ENERAL interest in the Washington Conference is declining day by day. News of the work of 
Mr. Hughes and his associates has, even in the metropolitan papers, been shifted, for the most 
part, to the second or third page. The natural tendency of people to tire after a few months of even 
an important subject may be partly responsible for this. The proposals of the Cannes Conference, its 
dramatic break-up and the sudden replacement of Briand by Poincare, have tended to dwarf the less 
spectacular discussions in Washington. But more important than all these considerations is the dimin- 
ishing significance of the work of the Conference itself. 


Failure on Auxiliary Craft 
HE agreement in reference to capital ships and the signature of the Four-Power Treaty have been 
followed by weeks of tedious negotiation about technica! details of naval armament with results 
which not only evoke no interest, but merit litthe commendation. No limitation whatsoever has been 
made on the number of auxiliary craft. 


Failure on Submarines 

UT it was on submarines that the Conference failed most completely. No limitation on the size, 
no effective limitation on the armament, is the record. Mr. Root has, of course, induced the Con- 
ference to agree to the restatement of one phase of the international law of naval warfare, that before 

a merchant vessel may be sunk, its papers must be examined and the crew and passengers placed 
safety. This resolution doubtless has a measure of value as setting up again a standard which was so 
completely broken down in the last war, but its great weakness is that it gives no assurance whatsoever 
that this standard will not again be broken in precisely the same way in the next war. Indeed, there 
is strong reason to believe that if submarines are in use and if one or more of the great powers are 
involved in war in the future, these weapons, which have been only really effective against merchant 
shipping in secret attacks, will be used precisely as they were used by the Germans. But Mr. Root 
and his colleagues have gone somewhat further. They have agreed to a resolution, the effect of which 
is to declare that the submarine cannot be used against merchant shipping at all. This is to say that 


the submarine may not be used in the only way in which its peculiar construction makes it possible 


for it to be used to any great military advantage. In view of the violation during the last war by 
Great Britain and Germany of almost all neutral rights on the high seas which seemed to stand in the 
way of military advantage, we may perhaps be pardoned if we now express most emphatically our 


doubt of the real usefulness of either of these resolutions of the Conference which seek to “civilize” 
submarine warfare. 


Success or Failure in the Far East 


7. THE work of the Conference in removing causes of friction between the great powers in the 

Far-East and in doing justice to China, it is more dificult to be definite. In addition to the 
Four-Power Treaty, what has been achieved? An agreement will probably be arrived at between the 
United States and Japan not to fortify further certain possessions in the#atific, thus removing addi- 
tional causes of suspicion and misunderstanding. Unfortunately, no progress has been made towards 
securing the withdrawal of Japanese troops from Siberia or in establishing more clearly the relations 
between the Far Eastern Republic and the rest of the world. China itself has presented a maze of 
dificult problems. Only the optimist will venture with any assurance a prophecy that more than a 
very few of these will be solved now by the Washington Conference. It is to be hoped that a com- 
promise solution satisfactory both to China and Japan will be found for the vexed problem of Shan- 
tung. An agreement has been reached for the gradual elimination of the foreign post offices. A study is 
to be made of the question of extraterritoriality with a view to determining whether the foreign courts 
are still needed. After months of discussion, China is to be permitted to raise her tariff from 314% 
to 5% ad valorem. The question of the removal of foreign troops in China without treaty sanction 
is to be studied. Certain other concessions of minor importance may be made. Nothing, however, 
has yet been done to weaken the spheres of influence of Japan in Manchuria and Mongolia or to 
abrogate the iniquitous twenty-one demands which, forced on the Chinese Government during the war, 
would, if carried out in detail, give to Japan effective political and economic control of most of China. 


Make the Open Door “A Fact Rather Than a Motto”! 

: i four general principles drafted by Mr. Root and ratified by the Conference as the basis for the 

settlement of specific Chinese questions are much weaker than the Chinese ten points urged at 

the outset of the Conference. Mr. Root’s formula is so vague and general that, in view of the frequent 

acceptance during the past of similar formulas and their violation by almost all the powers who 

assented to them, it gives others than the cynic occasion to measure the treatment of China not by 

these vague phrases but rather by the specific interpretations which the Conference places upon them. 

Apparently realizing this and impelled by the necessity of making the Root formula some- 

thing more than a pious expression of good will, Mr. Hughes on January 17th, startled the Conference 
by introducing the following resolution: 

(Continued on next page.) 


